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October 24, 2017
The Honorable John Barrasso The Honorable Tom Carper
Chairman Ranking Member
Committee on Environment & Committee on Environment &
Public Works Public Works

U.S. Senate U.S. Senate
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

Chairman Barrasso and Ranking Member Carper:

This year in Oregon, wildfires consumed more than 600,000 acres, impacting timber
and grazing resources, fish and wildlife habitat, a National Scenic Area, private homes
and public health. Majority of the of these fires started on federal land, where they were
allowed to become established and spread. Attached is an Oregon Department of
Forestry map highlighting the fires across our state.

Nationally, 8.5 million acres have already burned this year, and the devastating fires in
California continue to be front page news. It is time for Congress to reform the federal
forest management policies that allow for overstocked and unhealthy federal forests.

We appreciate your Committee’s actions to focus on Federal land management. We are
supportive of the concepts in the staff draft under consideration this week. \We see this
concept as the first step in bipartisan negotiations for meaningful federal forest reforms.

In the West, litigation of public land management has become a barrier in land
management objectives. We believe the language in the draft will give projects
increased certainty and relief from crippling litigation. The draft expedites NEPA
analysis while preserving public input and involvement.

The categorical exclusion for certain sage grouse and mule deer habitat vegetation
projects is important to our membership. The State of Oregon and our ranching
community has committed significant resources to support voluntary habitat projects on
both public and private land. The provisions in this legislation are important to continue
to encourage these projects.

The projects promoted in the draft to reduce fuels are critical to the future of our public
forests and rangelands. These lands cannot withstand the continued catastrophic fires
that overloading and mismanagement produces. Additionally, the expanded categorical



exclusions for insect and disease are an important element in achieving appropriate
management objectives.

Many of the elements of the draft are needed to improve conditions on Bureau of Land
Management lands, which are a significant portion of Western forests.

Our organizations appreciate the Committee’s efforts to address needed changes in
Federal forest management. The concepts in the staff draft are important elements in
improving forest health and communities surrounding public lands.

Sincerely,

Katie Fast
Oregonians for Food & Shelter

S\

Barry Bushue
Oregon Farm Bureau

//m Hoce
Jerome Rosa
Oregon Cattlemen’s Association
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